
2007 PAC Winner

Helmut Swarovski

Helmut Swarovski was named the thirty–seventh recipient of the Phoenix Award, which is
given to recognize the “Glass Person of the Year.” Mr. Swarovski was unanimously selected
for the award in recognition of his many contributions in the fields of glass melting with
optical purity, design and automation of crystal grinding and polishing technologies and
precision faceting and surface polishing.

Mr. Swarovski has spear headed the family business’ expansion over the past thirty years. It
is now the largest manufacturer of cut crystal in the world, supplying the fashion industry,
the fashion jewelry industry, the chandelier and art object industries as well as
manufacturing diverse consumer products sold under the company’s brand name.

The technologies for crystal glass production have been perfected over many years under
the guidance of Mr. Swarovski, which gives Swarovski’s crystal its brilliant “lights.”

Mr. Swarovski said he was deeply honored and pleased that Paris was selected as the city to
host the banquet. He thanked the committee members for traveling, near and far and said it
was a sign of how important and distinctive the Phoenix Award is. Mr. Swarovski said “Paris
is the capital of luxury and fashion and is exactly the place, where the Swarovski journey
began.”

Helmut Swarovski is the great-grandson of Daniel Swarovski, the founder of the now 112-
year-old company. Mr. Swarovski was named managing partner in 1978 and has been
responsible for manufacturing worldwide as well as for management, new business
development and research and development since 1970. Mr. Swarovski received his degree
in Industrial Engineering in Munich, Germany in 1967.


