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Prof Alicia Duran 
accepts Phoenix award

� Phoenix award winner Prof Alicia Duran.
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Prof Alicia Duran, of the Institute of 
Ceramics and Glass of the Spanish 
Research Council (CSIC) and 

President of the ICG, accepted the famous 
Phoenix bird sculpture during a glittering 
ceremony in Madrid. 

She was named the Phoenix 
Committee’s 49th Glass Person of the 
Year for her services to the glass industry 
during her 42-year career.

In her acceptance speech she praised 
the Institute of Ceramics and Glass of 
the Spanish Research Council (CSIC) 
in Madrid. The institute had welcomed 
her when she arrived from her native 
Argentina after completing her degree at 
the University of Cordoba.

 “One month before leaving, I received 
the offer of a PhD fellowship in Stanford 
but I decided to come to Spain. My 

friends and professors thought I was crazy 
but I never regretted having made that 
decision,” she told the audience.

“I came from very dark times in my 
country and I found a workplace open 
and friendly and a wonderful city that 
walked the first steps in democracy. 
Madrid is a very special city: open to 
everyone willing to live here; nobody feels 
a foreigner in Madrid. I am of Spanish-
Argentinian nationalities but in my heart 
I am a citizen of Madrid.”

She has remained at the institute ever 
since her arrival in Spain on October 1, 
1977.

The Phoenix Committee is formed 
of a number of representatives from 
glass technology equipment suppliers. 
Each year they meet to nominate a glass 
person of they year who they believe has 

This year’s Phoenix 
award Glass Person of 
the Year winner, Prof 
Alicia Duran, spoke how 
industry collaboration is 
key to the glass sector’s 
continued development. 

“I am close to the end of my career but I still have two main goals 

to achieve before retirement. These are the ICG 2030 project and the 

International Year of Glass 2022.”

�� Phoenix Chairman 

Jean-Luc Logel presents the 

award to Prof Duran.
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made an outstanding contribution to the 
industry. The banquet is attended by glass 
suppliers, past winners, past chairman 
and the winner’s invited guests. Among 
these was Mrs Alev Yaraman, the first 
female winner of the Phoenix Award in 
1999.

This year’s Chairman, Jean-Luc Logel, 
of Iris Inspection Machines, told the 
various dignitaries, the committee had 
selected Prof Duran in recognition of her 
her extensive work in the furtherance of 
glass, glass-ceramics and sol-gel materials 
research. 

     This extends from basic research to 
applications in the industrial glass sector 
and for final users of glassy materials.

She has worked on a number of projects 
including Enhancing energy saving 
in furnaces, environmental issues and 
emissions control, recycling systems, and 
the certification of food safety of glass 
containers, Mr Logel said. 

In her speech, Prof Duran said that 

collaboration has remained a key part of 
her working life.

She has worked on research projects 
with a number of glassmakers throughout 
her career including Verallia, Vidrala, 
Vicrila, Saint-Gobain and Guardian. 

“This is a clear example that it’s 
possible to combine collaboration 
within competition, between companies 

and countries, between academia and 
industry, between glass producers and 
glass end-users. 

“Cooperation/collaboration are key 
words in my life.”

She thanked those who have played 
a contribution in her career including 

��� The Phoenix committee 

with Prof Duran. Top and left, 

various friends and dignitaries 

from the glass industry at the

   event.
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her first glass 
teacher Prof. 
Fernández Navarro; Rosa Menéndez, 
President of CSIC, Prof John Parker of the 
ICG and Glass International columnist, 
and Fabio Nicoletti, ‘my so loved friend 
in glass.’

Prof Duran is also President of the 
International Commission on Glass 
(ICG) and has promoted understanding 
and co-operation between glass experts 
in the fields of science and technology.

A goal of her presidency has been to 
promote more women in glassmaking.

She said: “The aim is to break the 
‘glass ceiling’, understood as a limit 
that prevent women from advancing 
to top positions in companies and R&D 
institutions.” 

Diversity increases creativity, it 

increases quality 
and gender 

equality improves 
efficiency, she said. 

She added: “I am close 
to the end of my career but 

I still have two main goals to 
achieve before retirement. These are the 

ICG 2030 project and the International 
Year of Glass 2022.”

The aim of the ICG 2030 project is 
to ensure the ICG grows in weight and 
relevance, representing and serving all 
the players in glass field.

“We have to carry forward the work of 
international collaboration between glass 
technologists and scientists of the world 
and also to identify future directions for 
research and development”, Prof Duran 
said.

There has been a groundswell of 
support to pursue a United Nations 
International Year of Glass for 2022, she 
said. Such an initiative will underline 
the technological, scientific and 
economic importance of glass. Formal 

endorsements will be requested at the 
UN General Assembly in July 2020. If 
approved the kick off meeting will be in 
Geneva in February 2022, followed by 
the ICG congress in Berlin, which will 
coincide with the 100th anniversary of 
the German glass association (DGG). 
If approved the year of glass will be a 
global event focused on glass art and 
history, developed alongside thousands 
of activities around the world.

“If we achieve these goals, the effort 
invested will be worth invested. 

“However, I think it will be very difficult 
to leave the glass issues because I will 
never stop loving glass,” she concluded. �

Phoenix Committee, 
www.phoenixawardcommittee.org

Institute of Ceramics and Glass, Madrid, 
Spain, www.icv.csic.es/en/

International Commission of Glass, 
www.icglass.org

�� (Left) Phoenix committe new members, above, all the women at the 

banquet joined Prof Duran.
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